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Disaster struck the Village of Mayville on April 8, 1901. A fire destroyed most of the
uptown West side business district. Everything from East Chautauqua Street to Blanchard
Street was completely gone except for the Mayville House Hotel which was on the opposite
side of Blanchard Street.

The fire started in Gilson’s store and rapidly spread, fanned by high winds. The
buildings were all constructed of wood resulting in a tragic loss. Destroyed in addition to
Gilson’s were the original Opera House, Morganstern’s meat market, a barber shop,
Hutson’s Hardware, Gifford’s saloon, Tincom’s billiard parlor, the Mayville Sentinel
newspaper office, and the Town Clerk’s office. In what is now the uptown village park, Saint
Paul’s Episcopal Church and Dr. Belknap’s home and office burned down. The jail also
caught fire and the inmates had to be removed.

Adelbert B. Swetland had been born January 18, 1865, on a farm in Chautauqua
where he lived until 1890 when he went to New York City and became associated with his
brother, H.M. Swetland, in the Power Publishing Company, which produced several
important trade magazines. Retuning to Mayville in 1901, he became the owner of
considerable real estate. After the fire he bought the property and built what was
considered one of the best business blocks in the area, the Swetland Opera House block.

‘ In 1903 he returned to New York City and again worked with his brother in the Class
Journal unit of the United Publishers” Corporation. Adelbert was the general business
manager of Motor World, Motor Age, Automotive Industries, Commercial Vehicle,
Distribution and Warehousing, Motor Boat and Tire Rate Book, all trade publications with a
national circulation. ’

Adelbert continued in business, making a large fortune, and would return to Mayville
where he would also own other properties and business interests. He would serve as the
Village President for three terms and, on April 4, 1927, during his terms, the title of the
office was changed to Mayor. The Swetland Opera House business was managed by others.
He died February 6, 1931, in Buffalo from the effects of a stroke suffered before Christmas.
He is buried in Mayville Cemetery. Funeral services were conducted at his home on South
Erie Street. His Masonic burial service was conducted at the grave.

The Swetland Opera House building was completed in 1902. There would be plays
lectures, vaudeville shows, sports, dances, political meetings, church services, home talent
shows, Decoration Day services and many other community activities held there for years to
come.

1902
February 20, 1902. The Village Caucus nominated by ballot A.B. Swetland for Trustee.
September 17, 1902. The Mayville Firemen held their Annual Parade and Tournament.
Especially attractive among the decorations were those on the Central House and the
Swetland block.




During the day committees of firemen served ice cream and popcorn in a store room
in the new Swetland block until about 9 o’clock when the grand dancing reception in the
Swetland hall was commenced.

Those who attended the dance in the evening and had the occasion to inspect the
new Swetland block were agreeably surprised to find that the county seat had such a fine
building and such a large and well equipped opera house and so convenient for dancing
parties.

September 25, 1902. The Mayville Lecture Course Association has received the dates for the
attractions for the coming season as re-arranged as follows: Col. George W. Bain, Thursday,
October 2; Royal Entertainers, Thursday, Oct. 30; Weber Male Quartet, Wednesday Nov. 19;
Elmer Ellsworth Higley, Friday, Dec. 5; Col. E.A. Havers, Friday Jan. 23.

Col. Bain — A Century Search Light or a Nations Legacy. Higley — Git, Grit and Gumption.
Havers — Will be illustrated. v

The course is the best ever arranged for this village, as the association has been able
to get five high priced attractions at a figure the village can support by combining with four
or five other villages in the county. _

The ladies of the Tuesday Club are interesting themselves in the sale of the season
tickets as the proceeds above the expenses will be used for the Tuesday Club Library. The
entire course will be held in the Swetland Opera House.

On Friday September 26%™, the first theatrical performance in the new opera house took
place. The stage settings of the new Swetland Opera House were used for the first time.
The Dark Cloud Company of Fredonia was the presenter.

The next week it was announced that the Dark Cloud Company which opened the
new Swetland Opera House and commenced its own career at the same time has disbanded
penniless at Fredonia. Those who saw the play here anticipated the result.

On Thursday October 2, 1902. The well known play Joshua Simpkins has been billed
to appear at the Swetland Opera House next Monday evening. Mr. Swetland says the
company is well recommended and promises his patrons much better attraction than the
one that opened the opera house last Friday evening.

October 30, 1902. Saturday evening in the new Swetland Opera House will occur the
first and only Republican rally of the campaign in this town when Arthur C. Wade of
Jamestown will discuss the issues of the campaign.

1903
January 1, 1903. John Barton has purchased the interest of Adelbert Swetland in the livery
of Barton & Swetland at Mayville which now becomes Barton Brothers.
February 20, 1903. Advertisements for a business in the Swetland building start appearing.

Charles H. Zenns
Tonsorial Artist.

PARLORS IN SWETLAND OPERA

HOUSE BLOCK (SECOND FLOOR.)
Public bath in connection with shop.
If we do not please customers it will not




Be because we do not try.

Come and get a good hair cut or shave.
Special attention given to cutting chil-
drens hair.
EVERYTHING NEW AND CLEAN.

On December 10, 1903, The high school boys team and the Mayville Giants will play
basketball in the Swetland Opera House Friday evening. Fred Barrell will be the captain of
the high school team and Arthur Sixbey will captain the giants. Two girls teams will play a
game between the halves.

August 27, 1903. SWETLAND FAMILY REUNION. The annual gathering of the Swetland
family was held in this village. Some of the members arrived the previous day and may
more arrived Thursday morning. ‘

The Swetland opera house which had been kindly opened for the use of the
company by A. B. Swetland, proved a welcome and commodious shelter from the storm and
damp without.

Adjournment was made at noon for dinner at the Mayville House. Covers were laid
for sixty. The tables were most attractively arranged and decorated with flowers, while the
dinner elicited from all who enjoyed it, for its excellency and variety.

After dinner the company repaired again to the opera house. After a pleasant social
time the program was again taken up. It was moved by Fred Swetland of Cleveland and
carried by the association that the meetings be held in Chautauqua county each alternate
year.

It was moved and carried that the secretary be appointed a committee of one with
power to appoint two assistants to decide for publishing a family history.

December 31, 1903, Thursday. The post office was removed from the Goddard & Bond
block to the Swetland block Tuesday night after 8 o’clock

Pauline gave entertainments at the opera house Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings of this week in mind reading and hypnotism.

1904
August 13, 1904. An advertisement in the New York, NY Clipper on page 556: SWETLAND
OPERA HOUSE-MAVYVILLE, NEW YORK. Entirely new, with modern improvements, Seating
capacity 870. New electric railway nearly completed, will pass the door. Connecting with
the famous Chautaugqua Assembly Grounds. The management has concluded to rent the
house at cost, $12.00 per night, and do your bill posting and adverting in local paper, season
1904-05. Next season we hope to get our money. Yours for business. W.S. Patterson,
Manager

1905

MISSOURI GIRL was presented in March. It was advertised as being, “Presented By
First Class Artists. A Strong Plot and full of Excellent Vaudeville.” Seats cost 25 cents, 35
cents, and 50 cents.




June 24,1905. An advertisement in The New York Clipper on page 452: SWETLAND OPERA
HOUSE. On Chautauqua Lake; County seat; 15 minutes by trolley from Chautauqua
Assembly Grounds; July and August. Population 10,000. House new; modern
improvements; good 3 to 6 night stand during Assembly season and court weeks. Address
W.S. Patterson, Manager.

1906

MEMORIAL DAY - The services of the day were held at the opera house which was
appropriately decorated for the occasion. The schools of the town and the orders were
invited to attend in bodies, so all but a few rows of the seats were reserved for them but
even the seats reserved did not begin to be sufficient for those for whom they were
reserved. The attendance of scholars and societies was so much larger than anticipated that
hundreds of scholars were obliged to stan throughout the services. Every seat and every
available space of standing room in the large hall was occupied even to the aisles and the
stairway landing to the street. It is estimated that fully 1,000 persons were in attendance.

After the services, a procession formed to march to the cemetery for the decoration
of the graves. When the head of the column reached the cemetery gate, the rear was just a
short distance from the court house, about three-fourths of a mile away.

After decorating the graves, the people assembled the burial lot of the late Judge
Albion Winegar Tourgee. He had been born in Ohio and was a Civil War hero and author.

He had also studied law and become an author. He was in the South for reconstruction and
strongly supported the rights of black people. As a result, his life was in constant danger.
His book about reconstruction, “A FOOL'S ERRAND” placed him in national politics and he
eventually became ambassador to France where he died May 21, 1905. Tourgee had
published some of his many books before he moved to Mayville in 1881. His house still
stands on South Erie Street with a historical marker out front.

Dedication services took place at his 12-foot-high monument with his ashes centrally
buried beneath it. Tourgee was the lawyer arguing in favor of equal rights in the Plessy
versus Ferguson decision. Instead the court ruled “Separate but Equal” between black and
white citizens.

1907

Silent movies came to the Swetland Opera House for the first time. The Olson
Brothers advertised theirs as being “The latest and the best.”” Admission was 10 cents.
Motion pictures at that time conveyed their plots mainly by pantomime. Audiences usually
stopped coming after the novelty wore off and probably explains their short duration at the
opera house. Vaudeville productions continued their domination.

1908
December 6, 1908. The new Chautaugua County Court House, which by contract was to be
finished last October, was finally enclosed this week, the tile roofing having been completed
yesterday. The windows have been put in, heating plant installed. This enables the interior

workers to proceed.
June 10, 1908. Last Monday night the post office was moved from the Swetland block to the

Bond block, across the street.




June 23, 1908. Guy L. Mills reported — During the past week the columns, four in number, in
front of the court house have been erected and some of the stone work which goes over
them has been put up. A little progress has been made in putting up the iron work which
supports the new roof. The new court house is the center of attention.

December 17, 1908. William S. Patterson has the store in the Swetland block, formerly
occupied by the post office, fitted up as a carriage vehicle repository with a harness shop in
the rear.

(Following the demolition of the 1835 brick courthouse, court was held for two years in the
Swetland Opera House. It was described as makeshift arrangement that worked out fairly
well. The new Chautauqua County Court House was not completed until 1909.)

1911

July 26, 1911. Contractor E.J. Bailey last week commenced the work of making alterations
on the Swetland block. The ornamentation on the front was removed and a portion of the
brick walls around the top has been taken down in preparation for the new brick work which
is to go up one story higher.

August 27, 1911. Mayville caught the Sunday afternoon storm severely and much damage
was done by wind, water, and lightning. The Swetland Block which is being remodeled and
enlarged by the addition of a third story was damaged by water which flooded the various
stores and offices. It was estimated that the total loss to the building would be about
$10,000.

Jamestown Morning Post. STORM DAMAGE AT MAVYVILLE. Special to the Morning Post.
MAVYVILLE, Aug. 27. - One of the worst rain and electrical storms in recent years passed over
this village and vicinity early this afternoon and as a result much damage was done by wind,
water and lightning. The Swetland Block in this village, which is being remodeled and
enlarged by the addition of a third story was damaged by water which flooded the various
stores and offices. The individual losses could not be ascertained this evening, but it is
estimated by some that the total loss to the building and contents will not be less than
$10,000.

In building the addition to the block, holes were cut in the old roof through which
iron girders were placed and other holes had been made during the operations. The gutters
for carrying off the water had become clogged with refuse and as a result the downpour of
rain deluged the interior of the block. Some of the oldest residents here said they never
saw it rain so hard as it did this afternoon and before anyone was aware that the block was
being flooded damage to the extent of thousands of dollars had been sustained. In fact,
when owners of the stores went in to see if the water could be stopped, they were
powerless to do very much.

The damages to the contents of the stores were by water and wet plaster and mortar
which came with the water. Materials in the basements were also water-soaked. The stores
damaged are as follows:

Anson Gifford, liquor store and billiard and pool tables soaked.

Office of the Chautauqua Traction Company, about sixty dry batteries ruined and
books and papers soaked.




John L. Sylvester, two dry goods stores, valuable material was ruined.

W.S. Patterson, harness and buggy store was flooded.

Maxwell and Young, meat market, damage small as meat was in refrigerators.

Sixby & Anderson, grocery store. Two hundred sacks of flour and large quantity of
perishable property ruined.

E.J. Bailey of Brocton is the contractor doing the work on the Swetland Block and it is
stated here tonight that there is a clause in the contract to the effect that Mr. Bailey is to be
responsible for any damage that might be done by rain.

1913
February 7, 1913. On Monday evening, Feb. 10', the popular favorite, the Mattive Stock
Company, supporting the dainty little actress, Miss Lois B. Hammond, will open a week’s
engagement at the Swetland Opera House presenting the four act Western comedy drama,
A Cowboy’s Girl.” This play tells the story of the far West as it really exists without the usual
gambler, road agent and red fire which is seen in Western melo-dramas. The scene is laid in
Southern Utah shortly after the Mountain Meadow massacre and will be of interest from a
historical point of view. Special scenery is carried for each and every play and special
attention is given to costumes and effects. During the week the following plays will be
presented: A Cowboys Girl,” “No Mother to Guide Her,” “Way Down East,” “The End of the
Trail,” Little Lord Fauntleroy,” and “Midnight in Chinatown.” The company is p|ay|ng in
Dunkirk this week. Prices 25 and 35 cents. Reserved seats now on sale.

The event of the season, and one that is looked forward to with pleasure each year,
was the eighth annual ball of Westfield Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, held in Swetland Opera
House last Friday evening. The ever-popular Colman’s Orchestra of Titusville furnished the
music for the occasion. There were about 125 couples in attendance. Punch and wafers
were served during the evening: The dance broke up at 12:30 o’clock.

April 4, 1913, Friday. FLOOD ENTERTAINMENT. Local and Foreign Talent
Combine to Give Entertainment for Benefit of Flood Sufferers, Apr. 11.

The committees which were appointed to arrange for an entertainment to be given
for the benefit of the Ohio flood sufferers met Tuesday night at the Baptist Church and
completed arrangements. It was decided to present a varied and miscellaneous program in
the Swetland Opera House on Friday evening April 11, The program is composed of
readings, solos, duets, quartets, and chorus singing by some of the best talent in this
vicinity. ..... A.N. Broadhead of the Chautauqua Traction Company has kindly consented to
give reduced rates from Westfield, Chautauqua, Victoria, and Stow to increase the
attendance from those points.

Manager W.S. Patterson gives the use of the opera house without charge, the
Mayville Sentinel will do all the printing for free and there will be no expenditure necessary
in connection with the entertainment.

The price of tickets will be 25 cents for adults and 10 cents for children under twelve
years of age. All sets will be reserved at an extra charge of 10 each, except for the balcony
which will be 25 cents each. The boxes will be sold at five dollars each. ..... The opera house
seats 700 people and there should not be a vacant seat as the need of our Ohio neighbors is
urgent for food, clothing, and money.







